
This year, Shepparton Access 
marked 30 years of providing 
invaluable support, learning 
and lifestyle opportunities 
for adults with disabilities.

And among Shepparton 
Access’ many initiatives, 
its EcoStore social enter-
prise has gained a strong 
reputation for its delicious 
range of jams, chutneys, 
sauces and relishes — all 
presented in handcrafted 
pine hamper boxes donat-
ed by Kensington Gardens’ 
Residents Workshop. 

To mark the milestone of 
10,000 hamper boxes, the 
Residents Workshop hosted 
a small gathering on Friday, 
March 28. 

Residents from both 
Kensington Gardens 
Shepparton and Shepparton 
Access came together to 
acknowledge their collective 
efforts, and the determina-
tion of a man who made it 
all possible. 

The hampers’ populari-
ty stand as a tribute to the 
commitment of Kensington 
Gardens residents, particu-
larly Graeme Thomson, who 
has handcrafted 10,000 box-
es tirelessly at the Residents 
Workshop for the past seven 
years. 

“I think it was around 2016 
when we were approached 
by Shepp Access,” Mr 

Thomson said. 
“Our manager, the village, 

was approached to see if we 
can make 300 or 400 boxes, 
and they were going to show 
us how to make them.

“Anyway, we took it along, 
and it was just progress from 
there.

“It was about 2017 when 
we started to record the 
numbers that we were mak-
ing, but we got up to 10,000, 
and it’s just been a com-
bined effort of the Residents 

Workshop... just a few oth-
ers helped me to build the 
boxes.” 

While Mr Thomson is 
stepping back from his 
hamper-making efforts, 
Kensington Gardens is com-
mitted to continuing his 
legacy. 

Glen Thomas from 

Kensington Gardens and 
Adam Neumann from 
Shepparton Access agreed 
the partnership, exemplified 
by Graeme’s selfless efforts, 
was a wonderful reminder of 
the power of community and 
the impact of collaboration.

“His dedication has 
made a real difference, and 

Shepparton Access is deeply 
grateful for his ongoing sup-
port,” they said.

“Thank you, Graeme and 
Kensington Gardens, for 
your tireless efforts, gener-
osity and community spirit 
— your work truly embodies 
the values of kindness and 
inclusion.”

 ▯ For more information on 
Shepparton Access, visit the 
Facebook facebook.com/
SheppartonAccess/ and the 
website sheppaccess.com.
au/

 ▯ For more information on 
Kensington Gardens Shep-
parton, visit the website at 
kensingtongardens.com.au/

10,000 hampers all boxed up

The end result of the 
handmade boxes.

By Sharlene Baldo

Kensington Gardens resident Graeme Thomson and Shepparton Access’ Adam Neumann.� Photos: Rechelle Zammit

Shepparton Access and 
Kensington Gardens 
workshoppers.
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FEDERAL ELECTION 
CANDIDATES FORUM

BROUGHT TO YOU BY

COME AND GET TO KNOW 
YOUR CANDIDATES
This is an opportunity to hear from each candidate wanting to 
win your vote for our electorate in the upcoming Federal election.

This question and answer session is set to be insightful, 
interesting and inspirational.

This event is FREE and all are welcome.

FOR THE SEAT OF NICHOLLS
Monday, April 14, 2025
5.30 pm
La Trobe University
210 Fryers Street, Shepparton

HOSTED BY

BROUGHT TO YOU BY

To register visit c4gs.com.au

For more information and how the session will run, along 
with how to submit questions visit c4gs.com.au


